Dracocephalum thymiflorum L., a representative of the family Lamiaceae, is native to Eastern Europe and Asia, being mainly distributed in European Russia, Siberia, the Caucasus and Iran, with the southwesternmost limit of its range in northeastern Bulgaria. It was introduced to eastern, central and northern parts of Europe (Heywood, 1972; SHiSHkin & yuzepcHuk, 1976) , northeastern Africa (the Canary Islands) (izquierdo et al., 2004) and North America (FletcHer, 1911; FaSSet, 1941; welSH et al., 1987; wHipple, 2001; darbySHire, 2003) , where is treated as either a casual or an established alien species. This plant usually occurs in thickets, on forest margins, pastures, arable fields, fallow lands, roadsides and railway embankments (SHiSHkin & yuzepcHuk, 1976; darbySHire, 2003) . It is associated with subxerophilous ruderal communities of the class Artemisietea vulgaris Lohm. et al. ex von Rochow 1951, especially in regions that are characterized by a continental climate (Mucina, 1989 (Mucina, , 1997 .
In Poland, D. thymiflorum is considered to be a casual alien plant (ephemerophyte) with several dozen known localities (urbiSz, 2011) . It was reported for the first time as an alien weed in clover field in the town of Braniewo in 1873 by Seydler (abro- Meit et al., 1903) . The highest numbers of records of D. thymiflorum were reached during two periods: 1873-1914 and 1946-1989 , and since 1989 there has been a lack of recording (urbiSz, 2011) .
In May 2013, a small colony of this species was discovered on railway embankment in Okuniowiec village (Podlaskie Voivodeship) in the Polish part of the Lithuanian Lakeland (NE Poland). This site lies near the northeastern boundary of the town of Suwałki, where a railway line (between Poland and Lithuania) crosses a road to Okuniowiec settlement. The historical records of D. thymiflorum in the Polish part of the Lithuanian Lakeland are known from the town of Gołdap, where it was found in 1878 and 1891 (abroMeit et al., 1903) . Distribution of D. thymiflorum in Poland has only occasional character and is presented in Fig. 1 according to the ATPOL cartogram grid (Zając, 1978 The newly discovered population of D. thymiflorum consists of 42 generative individuals dispersed over a few square meters along the railway embankment. This site is occupied by vascular plants typical to synanthropic and semi-natural vegetation with dominance of ruderal species (Table 1) . Some of these belong to established alien plants in the flora of Poland, i.e. Artemisia absinthium, Capsella bursa-pastoris, Conyza canadensis, Lactuca serriola, Papaver argemone, P. dubium, Senecio vernalis, and Viola arvensis (tokarSka-Guzik et al., 2012). The persistence and spread of D. thymiflorum in the Polish part of the Lithuanian Lakeland should be monitored, because this plant is locally established in Lithuania (Gudžinskas, 1998) .
Introduction pathways of D. thymiflorum into the territory of Poland are not clearly distinguished, however, this plant had often been seen on railway embankments and clover fields (urbiSz, 2011) , suggesting two unintentional types of anthropochory. Presumably, diaspores of D. thymiflorum were transported by trains as the stowaways due to the development of international railway tracks (agochory) were occasionally delivered with contaminated crop seeds imported from Eastern Europe (speirochory). The importance of railway lines for the spread of this species was pointed out by JeHlík & doStálek (2008) and rutkovSka et al. (2013) . Introduction of D. thymiflorum by contaminated clover seeds, on the other hand, was observed in the former East and West Prussia (abroMeit et al., 1903) . Moreover, it should be mentioned that Bojňanský & FarGašová (2007) described this plant as a species recently introduced with cereals and clover to the Carpathians. In conclusion, D. thymiflorum most likely was introduced to Okuniowiec village from Lithuania via railway transport.
Flowering specimens of D. thymiflorum collected in Okuniowiec village were deposited at the Herbarium of the Institute of Botany of Jagiellonian University in Kraków (KRA). 
